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The English reader may form some approximate conception
of the contrast, by figuring an interview between Shak-
speare and Milton. How gifted, liow diverse in their gifts !
The mind of the one plays calmly, in its capricious and
inimitable graces, over all the provinces of human interest;
the other concentrates powers as vast, but far- less various,
on a few subjects; the one is catholic, the other is sectarian.
The first is endowed with an all-comprehending spirit;
skilled, as if by personal experience, in all the modes of
human passion and opinion; therefore, tolerant of all;
peaceful, collected; fighting for no class of men or prin-
ciples ; rather looking on the world, and the various battles
waging in it, with the quiet eye of one already reconciled
to the futility of their issues ; but pouring over all the forms
of many-coloured life the light of a deep and subtle intel-
lect, and the decorations of an overflowing fancy; and al-
lowing men and things of every shape and hue to have
their own free 'scope in his conception, as they have it in
the world where Providence has placed them. The other
is earnest, devoted; struggling with a thousand mighty
projects of improvement; feeling more intensely as he feels
more narrowly; rejecting vehemently, choosing vehemently;
at war with the one half of things, in love with the other
half; hence dissatisfied, impetuous, without internal rest,
and scarcely conceiving the possibility of such a state.
Apart from the difference of their opinions and mental cul-
ture, Shakspeare and Milton seem to have stood in some
such relation as this to each other, in regard to the primary
structure of their minds. So likewise, in many points, was
it with Goethe and Schiller. The external circumstances of
the two were, moreover, such as to augment their several
peculiarities. Goethe was in his thirty-ninth year; and had
long since found his proper rank and settlement in life.